THE UNSEEN RIFT
It was over this scene that James now began actively to
preside. On his first visit to Scotland his rule had seemed a
mitigation of the severities of Lauderdale.1 " I live there/'
he wrote, " as cautiously as I can, and am very careful to give
offence to none." But now, between 1680 and 1682, embit-
tered by ill-usage, emboldened by anger, his thoroughgoing
temperament led him to support the strongest assertions of
authority. When, in June 1681, Churchill brought him from
London his patent as Royal Commissioner he decided to make
use of the Scottish Parliament to obtain an emphatic and un-
trammelled assertion of his right of succession. He summoned
the first Parliament held in Scotland since 1673. He set him-
self to demonstrate here on a minor scale the policy which he
thought his brother should follow in England. He passed
through the Parliament of 1681 an anti-Exclusion Bill. He
developed with care the anti-national Scottish army. He used
the wild Highlanders, the only Catholics available, to sup-
press the contumacy of the Lowlanders. The torture of the
boot was inflicted freely upon Covenanters and persons of
obstinate religious opinions. On these occasions most of the
high personages upon the Privy Council would make some
excuse to leave the room. But accusing pens allege that
the Duke of York was always at his post. Dark and hateful
days for Scotland!
Churchill's closest friend in James's circle at this time was
George Legge. He was a faithful man with a fine record as
a sea-captain in all the wars with the Dutch. He had long
been in the Duke of York's service as Groom, and later
Gentleman of his Bedchamber and his Master of the Horse.
He had been Lieutenant-Governor of Portsmouth for some
years, and in January 1681 was appointed Master-General
of the Ordnance. The Duke, whose relations with him
were almost those of father and son, tried his best to secure
him the enjoyment of both offices. In the end Legge was
obliged to "part with Portsmouth." He was related to
Churchill on his mother's side by that same strain of Villiers
blood of which mention has been made. He ranked far
1 Bumet, History of My Own Time, ii, 292-293.
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